medical students in anaesthetic principles and their application.
A very brief historical note is followed by a comprehensive and well-written chapter on preoperative assessment and management of a variety of common clinical conditions: however, the pharmacology of narcotics and anticholinergic drugs is not dealt with.
The section on anaesthetic apparatus is quite inadequate, with no mention being made of the circle system, CO 2 absorption techniques, volume or pressure cycle ventilators or the principles of any vaporizers. The section on intravenous agents is illustrated with photographs of thiopentone being injected directly into a vein with needle and syringe -a technique which is frowned on by most anaesthetists. The pharmacology of the intravenous and inhalational agents is very sketchy, with only 15 lines being devoted to thiopentone in the whole book. Ten pages are devoted to applied respiratory and cardiovascular physiology, this is quite well done, although the haemoglobin-oxygen dissociation curve is not mentioned. Anaesthesia and analgesia in obstetrics are summarised fairly well.
A chapter on fluid and electrolyte therapy is included, which discusses the principles in very brief outline, but does not set out clearly maintenance and replacement requirements, and is probably not detailed enough even for undergraduates.
One chapter is devoted to Intensive Care problems, including chest injuries, overdose, epilepsy, asthma, burns and cardio-pulmonary resuscitation. A serious defect is the complete omission of any mention of Shock Lung Syndrome or PEEP. The statement that respiratory drive can be stimulated in respiratory failure by continuous infusion of analeptic drugs such as doxapram would not be accepted by many. Methods of humidification are not discussed.
Pain, its physiology and management by pharmacologic and local techniques is discussed quite well, including the pharmacology of local anaesthetics.
In general, this book is very readable and would probably be a satisfactory initial introduction to the topic for undergraduates. However, it is unnecessarily brief in some What a delight to have the opportunity to review a book of such rare achievement! The authors and the Department of Anaesthetics at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, are to be congratulated for showing the foresight to prepare such an informative history of anaesthesia at their hospital as a commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the Department. By recording, at first hand, the memories and impressions of anaesthetists who have been members of the department from its beginning to the present, the different contributors have injected something personal and unique into the story of the growth of one of Australia's most famous Departments of Anaesthetics. There is life in this book and interest for all.
Hospital departments gain their strength and reputation from the individual members and the way these people develop a spirit or tradition which is passed on through generations of consultants and registrars.
This spirit comes through to the reader with force and clarity as the personal and collective efforts of those involved throughout the fifty years, are used to describe the growth of the Department with the concomitant development of modern anaesthesia in parenthesis. The evolution of a democratic, integrated and effective administration with the direct involvement of the hospital consultant and university staff has obviously done much to bring the many different personalities together in a cohesive way.
The text clearly indicates that the great leap forward in the growth of the Department came with the appointment of Professor Douglas Joseph as the Nuffield Professor of Anaesthetics in the University of Sydney -the first chair of anaesthesia in Australia. He quickly established the academic base for the department, encouraged research, developed undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and through his own personal efforts won international recognition for the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Anaesthetic Department. Undoubtedly, it was this global reputation that attracted outstanding men to come as Jobson Visiting Professors to the hospital where their contributions were considerable both to the Department and to the Anaesthetists of Sydney who were all generously invited to participate in their activities.
Technically, the book is beautifully produced. The general layout is attractive, the printing excellent and the photography superb. The editors must be greatly satisfied by the general impact of the book, particularly in the way that the photographs of the senior staff subtly interspersed as they are with historic and modern photographs of the hospital and the Department, have given a specially personal touch to what otherwise might have been simply a chronicle of events in the life of an institution.
Finally, one notes with interest and appreciation the considerable contributions of the members of the Department to professional organisations and teaching that have required a heavy commitment outside the hospital. The recent election of Professor J oseph as Dean of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons highlights the significance of such a commitment.
As was said at the beginning -this is a book of rare achievement. The role of anaesthetic practice in obstetric and perinatal care during the past decade has been marked by several new text books as well as recent editions of established works. This new book, edited by Gertie Marx, concentrates uniquely on the first few days after delivery and embraces a selection of topics which cannot otherwise be found under one cover. Half of the 18 contributors come from fields other than anaesthesia and the flavour is strongly North American. But with one exception, the material is easily digested once one has swallowed such jargon as "the birthing process, the natal event, normalisation, individualisation on an emergent basis etc.".
The first three chapters discuss maternal morbidity. Management of post partum haemorrhage is well summarised although aortic compression as an emergency procedure is not mentioned. Naloxone is recommended in small doses intravenously for neonatal depression -despite the very large therapeutic ratio for this agent and its transient effect compared with the intramuscular route. The diagnosis and treatment of headache is well covered in a separate chapter although the frequent elicitation of meningism following dural puncture is ignored.
Readers seeking guidance on the normal parent-newborn relationship should be prepared for a period of indigestion and lasting confusion; some passages are incomprehensible to the ordinary anaesthetist.
The two following chapters complement each other superbly by examining the infant through the spectacles of different specialties -almost in the style of a debate. First an anaesthetist advocate (Selwyn Crawford) lucidly reaffirms the value of the Apgar score. A paediatrician (John Scanlon) for the opposition, points out the score's limitations -"it measures only depression of vital functions" and continues with an exposItIOn of neurobehavioural assessment. Undoubtedly neurological tests have made an important contribution to our evaluation of the newborn. Nevertheless, one may well ask does it matter if there is a diminished response to certain external stimuli in the first hours of life? This question remains unanswered. We are meanwhile gently admonished for "justifying Ubiquitous administration of drugs to all labouring women". Quite so. But isn't unrelieved suffering itself an adequate reason for providing pharmacological relief? After all pain itself can have undesirable effects on the foetusapart from causing distress to the mother.
